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THE BEST SUMMER

Go backstage with Beastie
Boys, Sonic Youth, Foo Fighters,
Beck, Pavement and Bikini Kill
in a time capsule of the 1990s
alternative music scene.

Tamra Davis = 1 hr 24 min*

THE LONG HAUL

A veteran truck driver learns
the man who murdered her
daughter may walk free, forcing
her to confront the past.

David Drake = 1 hr 31 min*
Starring Margo Martindale
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SONIC YOUTH
BECK
THE AMPS w0 BIKINI KILL

KIKUYU LAND

In Kenya’s tea growing
highlands, a journalist
investigating her family’s stolen
land confronts the enduring
legacy of British colonialism.

Andrew H. Brown =
1 hr 34 min*

* MEET THE
FILMMAKERS

behind some of the
most anticipated
features of

STORIES GONE WILD:
MARGARITA MATINEE

ORA DUPLASS CHOSEN JACOBS

THEIR TOWN

A high school theater star

and an unlikely leading man
spend one unforgettable night
wandering their hometown as an
unexpected romance blossoms.

Katie Aselton = 1 hr 20 min*
Written by Mark Duplass

THE ASCENT

After losing both legs,

Mandy Horvath attempts the
unimaginable: crawling to the
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro on
her hands.

Edward Drake = Scott Veltri =
Francis Cronin* = 1 hr 43 min**

CHILI FINGER

A desperate woman discovers

a severed finger in her chili

and launches an outrageous
blackmail scheme inspired by an
unbelievable true story.

Edd Benda & Stephen Helstad
= 1hr 40 min**

Starring Judy Greer, Bryan
Cranston, Sean Astin

and John Goodman

SENDER

A woman receiving mysterious
personal packages searches for
their sender and uncovers a
disturbing conspiracy.

Russell Goldman = 1 hr 34 min*
Starring Britt Lower, Rhea
Seehorn and Jamie Lee Curtis

AIFF 2026.
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10 = 2:00 PM

BEAR TOOTH THEATREPUB - 13 FILMS = 2 HR 27 MIN
Outrageous characters, questionable decisions, absurd encounters and
wonderfully unhinged imagination. Expect the unexpected from filmmakers
who aren't afraid to push boundaries and embrace the ridiculous.

GLITTERBOMB

11 min

MAN EATING PUSSY

13 min

MEETING YOUR MAKER

18 min

OGUN ORU

13 min

EVERYTHING IS BRAND

14 min

THE LION

11 min

(ZERO, INFINITY)

11 min

THE FALL

8 min

TRIP TO THE STARS

5 min

WHAT IF | DIE FLYING
OVER OKLAHOMA?

5 min

THE TOAST TRIP

11 min

THE OTHER YOU
20 min
COLLATERAL
DAMAGE

7 min

FEMALE FILMMAKER
SHOWCASE

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 - 6:00 PM

BEAR TOOTH THEATREPUB = 9 FILMS = 1 HR 56 MIN
Fierce, funny, intimate and unapologetically original. Nine films celebrate
the remarkable range of women behind the camera through stories of
courage, complicated relationships, surreal encounters and the messy

realities of being human.

MICA

10 min

BALLOON ANIMALS
7 min

YOU COULD'VE BEEN
A NURSE

13 min

MON TAXI

9 min

ERUCTATION

7 min

GOING HOME

15 min

NORTH STAR

18 min

THIS COUNTRY
THEY CALL LIFE

21 min

THE SALE

16 min



BOLD NEW STORIES.

INDEPENDENT VOICES.
FILMMAKERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD.

X MEET THE FILMMAKERS Directors marked with an asterisk are attending AIFE.

THEIR TOWN

When a high school theater star and an unlikely
leading man spend one night wandering their
hometown, an unexpected romance blossoms in
this exploration of first love and growing up.

Katie Aselton = 1 hr 20 min*

CHILI FINGER

A desperate woman discovers a severed finger in
her chili and launches an outrageous blackmail
scheme in this crime caper starring Judy Greer,
Bryan Cranston, Sean Astin and John Goodman.

Edd Benda & Stephen Helstad = 1 hr 40 min**

THE RED HANGAR

As Chile’s 1973 military coup unfolds, an air force
captain faces an impossible moral choice in a
gripping political thriller about loyalty, conscience
and authoritarian power.

Juan Pablo Sallato = 1 hr 23 min

LOAFERS

Two inseparable best friends caught in the
uncertainty of life after college discover that
growing up might mean confronting the one thing
they have always counted on: each other.

Zach Schnitzer = 1 hr 28 min*

MACKENZIE

When an imaginative 11 year old learns her family
is leaving the Utah desert she loves, she plots an
escape to California in search of her television
heartthrob and one last adventure.

Mylissa Fitzsimmons = 1 hr 20 min*

SENDER

A woman receiving mysterious packages containing
disturbingly personal objects searches for their
sender and uncovers a conspiracy. Starring Britt
Lower, Rhea Seehorn and Jamie Lee Curtis.

Russell Goldman = 1 hr 34 min*

HOW TO SURVIVE A MARRIAGE

A divorce attorney’s meddling mother arrives

with explosive news about her husband, turning a
birthday celebration into a complicated collision of
marriage, family and long buried resentments.

Yulia Trofimova = 1 hr 19 min*

THE SNAKE

A gloriously chaotic forty something clashes with
her venomous mother and suddenly finds herself
evicted, romantically entangled and spectacularly
unprepared for the mess she has made of her life.

Jenna MacMillan = 1 hr 29 min*

DOWNBEAT

A self destructive drummer fleeing his failures
finds a new rhythm on the streets of Boston, but his
explosive talent and reckless decisions threaten his
chance at a fresh start.

Danny Madden = 1 hr 31 min*

THE LONG HAUL

A veteran truck driver learns the man who

murdered her daughter may soon walk free, forcing

her to confront a past she has spent a lifetime
outrunning. Starring Margo Martindale.

David Drake = 1 hr 31 min*

IF THAT'S WHAT YOU WANT

A restless woman in a stagnant marriage falls for a
local musician, threatening to unravel the life she
and her wife have built together.

Joshua Allen LaBure & Zachary Gutierrez
1 hr 24 min**

THEATRE OF PAIN

A woman returns to a community theater
for a callback, only to discover the director’s
commitment to method acting
has taken a sinister turn.

Scott Eggleston = 60 min*




EXTRAORDINARY PEOPLE.

REMARKABLE PLACES.

STORIES THAT COULD ONLY

BE TRUE.

X MEET THE FILMMAKERS Directors marked with an asterisk are attending AIFE.

THE ASCENT

After losing both legs, Mandy Horvath attempts to
crawl to the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro on her
hands in a journey of determination and survival.

Edward Drake = Scott Veltri = Francis Cronin*
1 hr 43 min**

AMAZING LIVE SEA MONKEYS

An eccentric widow battles to reclaim the world’s
most famous novelty pet, uncovering a bizarre
history of invention, corporate intrigue and dark
family secrets.

Mark Becker = Aaron Schock = 1 hr 39 min*

ARCTIC LINK

As a ship lays fiber optic cable across the Arctic
seafloor, a remote Alaskan village confronts the
promises, uncertainties and profound changes that
come with being connected to the modern world.

lan Purnell = 1 hr 21 min*

THE BEST SUMMER

Step backstage with Beastie Boys, Sonic Youth,
Foo Fighters, Beck, Pavement and Bikini Kill in an
electrifying time capsule of the 1990s alternative
music scene at its wild, unfiltered peak.

Tamra Davis = 1 hr 24 min*

HOW WE SURVIVE DIOMEDE

On aremote island in the Bering Sea, an Ifiupiat
community that has endured centuries of
extraordinary challenges faces an unprecedented
threat to its traditions, homeland and future.

Bjorn D Olson = 1 hr 34 min

THE MAN IN THE BIG HAT

Revered by Willie Nelson and Lyle Lovett but un-
known to the world, Texas songwriting legend Ste-
ven Fromholz lived an extraordinary life of music,
missed chances and the pursuit of artistic freedom.

Austin Lee Sayre = 1 hr 25 min*

FOR MY PRECIOUS ONES

A Diné father and filmmaker sets out to climb the
six sacred mountains of his ancestral homeland,
embarking on a deeply personal journey through
family, cultural identity and the meaning of home.

John Hosteen = 55 min*
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KIKUYU LAND

In Kenya’s tea growing highlands, a journalist

investigating a family’s stolen land uncovers secrets

and a reckoning with the legacy of colonialism.

Andrew H. Brown = Bea Wangondu
1 hr 34 min*

DEAR ALASKA

Through Indigenous memory, family history and
the spiritual power of the natural world, a Tlingit
filmmaker confronts the legacy of forced separation
and the enduring strength of ancestral connections.

Moriah Hayes = 1 hr 26 min*

IN THE TRENCHES:
100 YEARS OF
ALASKA HOCKEY

A century of fierce competition, and
frozen glory comes alive in the story
of Alaska’s hockey rivalry and the
battle for the Governor’s Cup.

Adam Rubin - Isabella Colello
45 min**

IDITAROD 2026: A
SEVEN DOG NIGHT

Across nearly 1,000 miles of
unforgiving Alaskan wilderness, elite
mushers and their remarkable sled
dogs battle brutal conditions in one
of the coldest and most grueling
Iditarod races in recent memory.

Greg Heister = 2 hr 20 min*

MEDICINE BALL

On the grounds of a former Native
American boarding school, two
Indigenous college basketball
players discover how the game
they love carries generations of

resilience, cultural pride and hope.

Leya Hale
57 min

RESERVATION
REDEMPTION

From a teenage murder conviction
and a life sentence to an extraordinary
journey of healing and leadership,
Chief Marchand Rice’s story reveals
the power of redemption.

Brenda Fisher - Blake Pickens
60 min**
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ANCHORAGE INTERNATIONAL FILM

BEAR TOOTH ALASKA
THEATREPUB EXPERIENCE
THEATER
7:00 PM 12:00 PM
The Ascent The Things That
Shape Us
2:30 PM
International Gems
11:00 AM
Flip the Lens
2:00 PM
Loafers + Passing
Trains
8:30 PM
The Best Summer
11:00 AM
Whatever It Takes
1:30 PM
The Man in the Big Hat
6:00 PM
Chili Finger
5:30 PM
Mackenzie +
Gone (Weg)
8:30 PM
Sender
6:00 PM
Female Filmmaker
Showcase
2:00 PM 2:00 PM
Stories Gone Wild: For My Precious Ones
Margarita Matinee 4:00 PM
6:00 PM Dear Alaska
The Snake + 6:00 PM
The Money Reservation
Redemption
3:00 PM
Iditarod 2026: A Seven
Dog Night
6:30 PM
Stranger Than Fiction
8:30 PM
Downbeat
11:00 AM 11:00 AM
Kikuyu Land Theatre of Pain
2:00 PM
The Long Haul

Aaska

AIRLINES

ALASKA AIRLINES RAFFLE
TWO TICKETS

11:00 AM
Amazing Live Sea
Monkeys

1:15 PM
How to Survive a
Marriage

3:30 PM
Arctic Link

7:30 PM
Thriller Shorts

11:00 AM
Before and After Us

2:00 PM
American Stories

12:00 PM
Finding Our Place

10:30 AM
Characters

1:00 PM
True Connections

3:00 PM
Against the Odds

10:00 AM
Only in Alaska
12:30 PM
Alaska Does It
Different
3:00 PM
What We Carry
Forward
5:15 PM
How We Survive
Diomede
7:30 PM
Art at the Edge

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE

E STREET

THEATER

11:00 AM
Kids Animation
Showcase

2:00 PM
Native Voices
Showcase

6:00 PM
Their Town

1:30 PM
Beneath the Surface

3:30 PM
If That’s What You
Want

10:00 AM
Medicine Ball

12:00 PM
Portraits of Life

10:00 AM
The Trouble We’re In

12:00 PM
The World We’ve Made

3:00 PM
The Red Hangar

ALL-ACCESS CINEMA
PASSES AND INDIVIDUAL
TICKETS ON SALE NOW

SCHEDULE
IS SUBJECT
T0 CHANGE

Please check website for
final screening times.



12 CURATED
SHORT FILM EXPERIENCES

Discover international voices, inventive thrillers, unforgettable characters, female filmmalkers,
stories of family and connection, and films that go completely off the rails.

INTERNATIONAL GEMS

Friday, December 4 - 2:30 Pm

Alaska Experience Theater

What better way to open the festival than with a
cinematic journey around the world? International
voices celebrate the humor, humanity, imagination
and unexpected connections that make storytelling
a universal language.

FEMALE FILMMAKER
SHOWCASE

Wednesday, December 9 = 6:00 pm

Bear Tooth Theatrepub = 9 films = 1 hr 56 min
Fierce, funny, intimate and unapologetically
original. Nine films celebrate the remarkable range
of women behind the camera. Full film lineup on
page 2

BEFORE AND AFTER US

Monday, December 7 = 11:00 am

Anchorage Museum

Families, memories and the passage of time leave
their marks in profound and surprising ways.
Moving between generations, these stories explore
what we inherit, what we leave behind and the
moments that change our lives.

STREET
THEATER

THE TROUBLE WE'RE IN

Wednesday, December 9 = 10:00 am

E Street Theater

Things don’t always go according to plan, and
sometimes they go spectacularly wrong. Through
dark humor, uneasy encounters and escalating
consequences, ordinary people find themselves in
extraordinary predicaments.

FLIP THE LENS

Saturday, December 5 = 11:00 am

Alaska Experience Theater

From exploitation and blurred boundaries to

the absurdities of filmmaking, these films turn

the camera back on the people behind it in a
provocative, funny and occasionally uncomfortable
exploration of art, ambition, consent and truth.

STORIES GONE WILD:
MARGARITA MATINEE

Thursday, December 10 = 2:00 pm

Bear Tooth Theatrepub = 13 films = 2 hr 27 min
Outrageous characters, questionable decisions,
absurd encounters and wonderfully unhinged
imagination from filmmakers who aren’t afraid to
embrace the ridiculous. Full film lineup on page 2

WHATEVER IT TAKES

Sunday, December 6 = 11:00 am

Alaska Experience Theater

Sometimes getting through life means doing
whatever the situation demands. From stubborn
determination to spectacular miscalculations, these
films follow people finding courage and discovering
how far they're willing to go.

THE WORLD WE'VE MADE

Wednesday, December 9 = 12:00 pm

E Street Theater

Five films explore the pressures of modern life,
the systems we create and what happens when
the structures meant to support us begin working
against us.

THRILLER SHORTS

Sunday, December 6 = 7:30 am

Anchorage Museum

Forget familiar formulas. These inventive thrillers
and horror films find fresh ways to unsettle,
surprise and occasionally make us laugh,
transforming everyday anxieties and situations into
something altogether more terrifying.

TRUE CONNECTIONS

Friday, December 11 = 1:00 pm

Anchorage Museum

Family, friendship, love and unexpected encounters
can bring us together, pull us apart or change our
lives entirely. Moving between humor, heartbreak
and tenderness, these films explore the deeply
human ways we find meaning in one another.

KIDS ANIMATION SHOWCASE

Saturday, December 5 - 11:00 am

Alaska Center for the Performing Arts

9 films = 1 hr 11 min

A colorful collection of animated adventures
created for young movie lovers and their families.
Funny, imaginative, surprising and full of heart.
Part of A DAY AT THE PAC. See page 8

STREET
THEATER

BENEATH THE SURFACE

Sunday, December 6 = 1:30 pm

E Street Theater

Four documentaries explore grief, disappearing
marine ecosystems, Indigenous connections to the
natural world and rebuilding life after a devastating
stroke through deeply personal stories of loss and
resilience.
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THE THINGS THAT SHAPE US

Friday, December 4 - 12:00 pm

Alaska Experience Theater = 6 films = 1 hr 39 min
From the wilds of Alaska to intimate battles of
identity, family and belonging, these films explore
the forces that shape who we become. THE
THINGS THAT SHAPE US opens AIFF with stories
of resilience, reinvention and courage to be seen.

NATIVE VOICES SHOWCASE

Saturday, December 5

2:00 pm

Alaska Center for the Performing Arts
Indigenous filmmakers, communities and
storytellers share powerful stories of culture,
identity, tradition, land and contemporary life.
Part of A DAY AT THE PAC. See page 8

FINDING OUR PLACE

Thursday, December 10 - 12:00 pm

Anchorage Museum = 5 films = 1 hr 39 min

Land shapes us as much as we shape it. FINDING
OUR PLACE travels through extraordinary
landscapes, following people whose lives, art,
traditions and sense of purpose are inseparable
from the places they call home.

AGAINST THE ODDS

Friday, December 11 = 3:00 pm

Anchorage Museum

4 films

Runtime to be confirmed

Stories of people confronting seemingly impossible
circumstances and finding the resilience, purpose
and unexpected hope to keep moving forward.

Real stories

Remarkable people
Alaska voices
Films for every age

STREET
THEATER

PORTRAITS OF LIFE

Tuesday, December 8 - 12:00 pm

E Street Theater

Intimate, observant stories about the people we
encounter, the lives we lead and the worlds just
beyond our own.

AMERICAN STORIES

Monday, December 7 = 2:00 pm

Anchorage Museum - film count to be confirmed
Across America, communities are built by people
who refuse to let them disappear. AMERICAN
STORIES travels from Alaska to Chinatown,
capturing people fighting for their neighbors,
traditions, land and the places they call home.

CHARACTERS

Friday, December 11 = 10:30 am

Anchorage Museum

4 films = 1 hr 35 min

A man mourns a beloved duck, a Harlem craftsman
keeps New York on its feet, a Taiwanese immigrant
creates her own American Dream and a movie
obsessive keeps VHS alive in the streaming age.

STRANGER THAN FICTION

Friday, December 11 = 6:30 pm

Alaska Experience Theater = 6 films = 1 hr 36 min
Cars fly off an Alaskan cliff, artists build

community in the desert, matcha becomes a global
phenomenon, a mysterious ocean “Blob” wreaks
havoc, a young man escapes a scam compound and
robots offer companionship as we age.



A LETTER FROM THE FESTIVAL DIRECTORS

WELCOME TO THE 2026
ANCHORAGE INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL!

In our third year as Festival Directors, we
couldn’t be more excited to welcome you to
another incredible celebration of independent
film in Anchorage.

This year, AIFF brings nearly 200 films to
Alaska over ten days, with filmmakers traveling
from across the country and around the world
to share their work with our community.

We’'re also continuing to grow the festival
in exciting new ways. This year introduces A
Day at the PAC, bringing AIFF to the Alaska
Center for the Performing Arts for a full day
of programming, and Absolutely Alaska
Sunday, a celebration at the Anchorage
Museum dedicated to films made in Alaska
and stories inspired by this extraordinary
place.

And this year, we're especially excited to
offer two programs completely FREE to the
community. Our Kids Program, featured
as part of A Day at the PAC, gives families a

chance to experience AIFF together at no cost.
And our Films Worth Freezing For Outdoor
Screening invites Anchorage to bundle up
and join us for a uniquely Alaskan moviegoing
experience under the winter sky.

Our Female Filmmaker Showcase returns
for its third year, and we've significantly
expanded our commitment to Alaska Native
voices and Alaska made films. While
Native Voices and Absolutely Alaska provide
dedicated showcases, these filmmakers and
stories are also woven throughout the entire
festival alongside films from around the world.

At the heart of AIFF is the belief that a
film festival should be about more than
watching movies. It should be about bringing
filmmakers and audiences together, creating
conversations, building relationships and
making independent film accessible to our
entire community. Most importantly, it should
give artists and audiences an experience
they’ll remember long after the festival ends.

Pat McGee & Adam Linkenhelt

That philosophy continues to resonate
with filmmakers. AIFF has once again been
recognized among FilmFreeway’s Top 100
Best Reviewed Film Festivals, placing us
among the top 1% of festivals in the world,
and for the second consecutive year as a Top
Destination Film Festival.

None of this happens without the incredible
support of our audiences, volunteers,
sponsors, partners and the Anchorage
community. Thank you for welcoming these
filmmakers, supporting independent cinema
and helping us continue to build something
special here in Alaska.

We'll see you at the movies.

Films Worth Freezing For!

— Pat McGee & Adam Linkenhelt
Festival Directors
Anchorage International Film Festival

AIFF PRESENTS

A DAY AT THE PAC

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
ALASKA CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

6:00 PM

FEATURE

SPOTLIGHT:
THREE PROGRAMS IR TR
FILMMAKERS Directed by Katie Aselton.

Written by Mark Duplass.
CONVERSATIONS Aspt;[ecial}l',\IFFFeauEe

Spotlight presentation of
THEIR TOWN, followed
by a conversation with the
filmmakers.

Spend Saturday at the PAC as AIFF brings
filmmakers, families and audiences together
for a full day of movies, conversation and
community

11:00 AM 2:00 PM
KIDS PROGRAM NATIVE VOICES
A special collection of animated and SHOWCASE

family friendly short films for young
movie lovers and their families.

A powerful collection of films
celebrating Indigenous filmmakers,
communities, cultures and stories,
followed by a conversation with
attending filmmakers.

AIFF & ALASKA PUBLIC MEDIA PRESENTS

ABSOLUTELY
ALASKA

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13
ANCHORAGE MUSEUM

A<

ALASKA PUBLIC MEDIA

9:156 PM
P e e ALASKA
o ’ ) MADE
22 FILMS - 5 PROGRAMS Q&RESSCE
ONE INCREDIBLE DAY e s
OF ALASKA STORIES as AIFF audiences
choose their
Spend the final Sunday of AIFF celebrating the people, favorite Alaska
cultures, traditions and wild creativity of Alaska. All Made films of the
programs include filmmaker Q&As. festival.

5:156 PM

FEATURE SPOTLIGHT:
HOW WE SURVIVE
DIOMEDE

Directed by Bjorn D Olson e 1:33:30
The Inupiat community of Little
Diomede confronts a rapidly changing
Bering Sea while fighting to preserve
traditions and a cultural identity
thousands of years in the making.

7:30 PM

ART AT THE EDGE

Five films celebrating Alaska’s artists,
musicians, skiers and adventurers and
the creativity inspired by life in the
North.

10:00 AM
ONLY IN ALASKA

Six films celebrating the people,
traditions and communities you simply
won't find anywhere else.

12:30 PM - ALASKA
DOES IT DIFFERENT
Hockey. Homegrown television. Bush
pilots. Three stories proving Alaska does
things its own way.

3:00 PM - WHAT WE
CARRY FORWARD

Seven films exploring Indigenous
knowledge, family, tradition, culture
and what one generation passes on.

ALL-ACCESS CINEMA PASSES AND INDIVIDUAL TICKETS ON SALE NOW



